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Abstract

Despite its rich cultural and historical heritage, Golpayegan city has seen a ne-
glect of attention to its cultural issues in recent times. The culture of any society
serves as the core pillar of its existence and progress. Therefore, preserving
and emphasizing cultural identity becomes critical, particularly in shaping new
urban or architectural texts within the framework of older contexts. This holds
special importance in places like Golpayegan, where a rich historical and cultur-
al legacy can serve as a foundation for meaningful urban development.

This research explores the identity characteristics that influence the formation
of new texts within the historical context of Golpayegan. Employing a qualita-
tive strategy and a descriptive-analytical method, it examines the culture, art,
and identity of Golpayegan by analyzing library documents. The Chaharsouq
neighborhood of Golpayegan has been selected as the spatial focus of this re-
search to provide a clear case study.

The findings reveal several key factors that can strengthen local identity. Among
these is the integration of cultural and identity elements with careful consider-
ation of the religious, cultural, climatic, and indigenous characteristics of the
local community. For example, in the traditional context of the Chaharsouq
neighborhood, the presence of historical landmarks such as a mosque from
the Seljuk period, an old market, and a historic minaret provides a strong basis
for reinforcing the neighborhood’s historical identity. These elements not only
represent architectural and historical value but also resonate deeply with the
cultural and social consciousness of the local people.

Specific identity features are essential for shaping new urban or architectural
texts within established contexts. These include incorporating design principles
such as central courtyards, an emphasis on human-scale proportions, purity
in the volume and appearance of buildings, attention to spatial hierarchy, and
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respect for privacy. Additionally, the proximity and significance of cultural land-
marks such as mosques, minarets, and bazaars must be respected and integrat-
ed into new designs. Measures to limit building heights and define transitional
spaces, like entrances and open areas, can harmonize new developments with
the neighborhood’s historic character.

The cultural challenges in Golpayegan are multifaceted and interconnected.
The sudden growth of the city’s population, driven by urban expansion, has
increased demands for education, training, and cultural infrastructure, partic-
ularly for the younger generation. At the same time, the dense texture of old
neighborhoods and the lack of adequate cultural spaces for youth exacerbate
these challenges. The lack of cultural facilities restricts personal growth and
recreation. It also exacerbates broader social issues like declining literacy rates,
heightened social tensions, and a rise in delinquent behavior. Economic issues
and poverty further compound these challenges, creating a cycle that is difficult
to break.

Culture and art are powerful forces that can address these issues by promoting
social reform and fostering societal dynamism. As pillars of collective identity,
they have the potential to bridge the gap between past traditions and present
needs. The dual components of identity—time and place—highlight the impor-
tance of situating cultural and artistic efforts within both historical contexts and
contemporary expectations. Identity is not static; it evolves with societal needs
and aspirations, responding to individual and collective demands.

In the context of architectural and urban design, a wide range of factors influ-
ence the outcome of a project. These include climate, function, available ma-
terials, construction techniques, economic considerations, and the skills of the
labor force.

The architectural significance of any structure lies in its ability to meet the re-
guirements of its time while preserving the cultural essence of its environment.

Through conscious and thoughtful architecture, it is possible to create spaces
that not only meet functional needs but also enrich the cultural and mental
well-being of the community. For example, designing a cultural complex in an
old neighborhood can provide a space for recreation and cultural engagement.
Such a complex can alleviate social problems, reduce neighborhood-level pov-
erty, and enhance security by fostering a sense of community and shared pur-
pose.

In the specific case of Golpayegan, the creation of culturally sensitive urban
spaces can help address the city’s challenges while honoring its rich heritage.
Respecting the historical identity of neighborhoods like Chaharsougq is vital for
preserving the city’s cultural legacy. This includes protecting historical land-
marks and creating new spaces that complement the traditional architectural
style. By prioritizing cultural and artistic values in urban planning, Golpayegan
can pave the way for a more cohesive and vibrant society.

Ultimately, preserving and promoting the cultural and historical identity of Gol-
payegan requires a comprehensive and integrative approach. By acknowledg-
ing the importance of cultural spaces, addressing the needs of the youth, and
incorporating traditional identity features into urban development, it is pos-
sible to create a city that thrives both culturally and socially. This effort will
ensure that Golpayegan’s rich heritage is not only preserved but also serves as
a foundation for sustainable growth and progress in the future.
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