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Abstract

The rapid expansion of urbanization and demographic shifts towards urban
living have posed significant challenges to the urban landscape, particularly
in aesthetics and overall urban design harmony. One of the most prominent
outcomes of these transformations is the disorder and dissonance observed in
cities’ visual and architectural elements, a problem especially evident in build-
ing facades. While the facade is a key component of a city’s identity and an im-
portant aspect of urban design, it is often overlooked or treated as a secondary
consideration in contemporary urban planning. This oversight has led to a signif-
icant disconnect between the urban environment and the cultural, historical,
and social values a well-designed facade can convey. The main objective of this
research is to examine the components and elements of Iranian facades and
propose solutions for modernizing them, addressing some of the challenges ur-
ban landscapes face. This study examines historical and contemporary facades
and offers practical solutions for improving facade design in today’s rapidly de-
veloping urban environments. A building’s facade is not merely a functional
feature but an outward expression of its identity. It plays an important role in
shaping the character of a city, reflecting its cultural, historical, and social attri-
butes, and contributing to a sense of place and belonging within the urban fab-
ric. In Iranian architecture, facades hold special significance. They are not just
decorative or functional elements but encapsulate their time’s social, historical,
and regional identity, acting as cultural symbols that connect people to their en-
vironment. In this context, the facade directly reflects local customs, traditions,
and values, providing insights into the cultural context in which the building
was constructed. However, with the arrival of modernity, the cultural and aes-
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thetic expressions embedded in traditional Iranian facades have faced signifi-
cant challenges. New construction methods, developed in response to the need
for efficiency, functionality, and uniformity, have resulted in the neglect of the
more profound cultural significance of facades. The emphasis on practicality
and standardization has led to facades that lack the individuality and cultural
expression that were once prominent in traditional Iranian architecture. Conse-
guently, unique features of Iranian facades, such as intricate decoration, motifs,
and local materials, have often been replaced by generic, modern designs that
lack Iranian architecture’s cultural richness and diversity. This research address-
es this issue by bridging the gap between traditional Iranian facade elements
and modern design practices. The aim is to develop a framework that integrates
key components of Iranian facades into contemporary architectural design, en-
suring that cultural identity is preserved.

The approach includes a formal analysis of Iranian facades’ form, motifs, pro-
portions, and decorations throughout history. This analysis typically involves
the study of geometric patterns, spatial divisions, material use, color combi-
nations, and other visual features. For instance, during the Safavid and Qajar
periods, highly detailed decorations and Islamic motifs are prominently seen in
Iranian facades. Various components of Iranian facades are identified and ana-
lyzed using a descriptive-analytical method. The required information for these
analyses is gathered from various sources, including library studies, scholarly
articles, research journals, and online platforms. In addition, given the changes
and developments in contemporary architecture, 13 examples of contempo-
rary facades designed by modern architects, shared through social media plat-
forms like Instagram, are also examined. Finally, design strategies for modern
facades are proposed based on the findings from the analysis of both historical
and contemporary examples. These strategies may include suggestions for in-
corporating traditional techniques and elements into contemporary facades.
For instance, Iranian geometric patterns can be used in modern facade designs
or blended with traditional and modern patterns to create facades that retain
Iranian identity in the contemporary world. The components of Iranian facades
are categorized into three main sections: corners, decorations, and other archi-
tectural elements. Each section includes various components that contribute
to the overall design and character of the facade. Ultimately, design techniques
such as framing, setbacks, vertical panels, and floor repetition are explored by
examining selected contemporary facades. By integrating contemporary design
solutions with Iranian facade elements, a model for the modernization of Irani-
an facades in the present era can be developed. These models include framing,
setbacks (gaps), vertical panels, and floor repetition.

Keywords: Facade elements, Components of Iranian facades, Features of con-
temporary facades, Contemporary facade design
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