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Abstract
Problem Statement

University entrance represents one of the critical life stages accompanied by
transformations in behavioral, social, and emotional dimensions. This phase
often presents challenges such as insecurity and anxiety about the future, par-
ticularly when students encounter unfamiliar environments and new academic
responsibilities. Appropriate design of educational spaces plays a vital role in
meeting students’ psychological needs and facilitating learning. In art facul-
ties specifically, where creativity and inspiration are fundamental, the design
of learning spaces becomes even more critical. The goal of this research is to
identify and analyze influential components of place attachment in art faculty
architecture and discover their operational patterns in successful examples.

Research Importance

Understanding place attachment in art faculty architecture is crucial for creat-
ing environments that foster creativity, learning, and emotional connection.
This research addresses the gap in comprehensive models that examine the
complex relationships between multiple components affecting students’ sense
of belonging, particularly in art faculties where inspiration is paramount. Pre-
vious studies mainly focused on individual components, often overlooking the
synergistic effects that emerge when multiple elements work in concert.

Research Objectives and Questions
The main research questions are:
¢ What components are effective in enhancing place attachment?

* How do these components function in successful case studies?
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Methodology

The research follows a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative and
gualitative data. Initially, a comprehensive review of related theories in environ-
mental psychology, architectural theory, and educational design was conduct-
ed, resulting in a four-component conceptual model. Subsequently, in-depth
semi-structured interviews with experts in educational space design were car-
ried out to validate findings. These components were then analyzed in four
successful examples: Florida International University, Nanyang Technological
University Singapore, University of lowa, and Ferdowsi University of Mashhad.

Key Findings

The research findings include three fundamental discoveries that significantly
advance our understanding of place attachment in educational environments:

First Discovery: Physical Priority Principle Contrary to common assumptions
in environmental psychology, physical components (particularly natural light
and green space) demonstrate greater impact on creating initial place attach-
ment than social components. In all examined cases, the strong presence of
natural light and green space was identified as the primary factor in attracting
and retaining students. The Florida International University case demonstrated
how expansive windows created dynamic lighting conditions, while Nanyang’s
integration of green roofs provided constant visual connection to nature. This
finding led to the formulation of the “Physical Priority Principle”: “Sustainable
place attachment forms when environmental human needs are first satisfied.”

Second Discovery: Processual Nature of Attachment Place attachment devel-
opment follows a sequential process including four distinct stages: attraction
(dominance of physical components), interaction (activation of functional com-
ponents), belonging (strengthening of perceptual components), and commit-
ment (consolidation of social components). This temporal model introduces a
dynamic understanding of place attachment that has been absent from pre-
vious frameworks. The University of lowa case exemplified this progression,
where initial attraction to naturally lit studios evolved into deep commitment
through collaborative project spaces. This model proves that effective design
must be gradual and multi-staged.

Third Discovery: Interactive Effect and Mutual Reinforcement In more suc-
cessful examples like Nanyang and Ferdowsi, simultaneous presence of mul-
tiple components created a significantly greater impact than the sum of their
individual effects, revealing a phenomenon termed “mutual reinforcement.”
This finding indicates the existence of a “critical point of attachment” where
component combinations lead to qualitative transformation in spatial experi-
ence. At Nanyang, the integration of flexible studio spaces with natural light
and green elements created synergistic effects that enhanced both individual
creative work and group dynamics.

Cultural Adaptation Patterns The comparative analysis revealed distinct cultur-
al adaptation patterns that influence how place attachment manifests across
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different contexts. Asian context, exemplified by Nanyang, emphasized flexi-
bility and collective spaces, reflecting cultural values of community harmony.
Western context, represented by Florida International University and University
of lowa, focused on individuality and direct connection to nature, featuring pri-
vate studios and extensive glazing systems. Iranian context, demonstrated by
Ferdowsi University, concentrated on combining private and collective spaces
with emphasis on centrality, incorporating traditional architectural elements
like courtyards while accommodating modern educational needs.

Proposed Model

Based on the comprehensive findings, an “Adaptive Model of Place Attachment
in Educational Spaces” is proposed, which provides a systematic framework
for phased design and intelligent prioritization of components, while careful-
ly considering local cultural context. The model operates on the principle that
successful place attachment results from the strategic integration of four com-
ponent categories—physical, functional, social, and perceptual—deployed ac-
cording to the four-stage temporal progression. This framework represents the
first comprehensive tool for designers to systematically approach place attach-
ment enhancement in art educational environments.

Conclusion

Place attachment in educational spaces is a multi-dimensional and dynamic
phenomenon requiring systematic design approaches. Effective environments
emerge from orchestrated relationships among physical quality, functional
adaptability, social interaction, and perceptual identity. The discoveries of the
Physical Priority Principle, four-stage progression, and mutual reinforcement
provide practical guidance for designers. The key innovation is presenting the
first comprehensive model of place attachment tailored to educational spaces,
shifting design from intuition-based to evidence-based strategies.

Keywords: Educational Space, Faculty of Arts, Environmental Psychology, Place
Attachment, Interior Design
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