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Extended Abstract

Islamic architecture in Iran, from the earliest centuries of the Hijra through the
Safavid period, has never been a merely functional construct but rather a the-
ophanic manifestation of divine wisdom (hikmah ilahiyyah) and a reflection of
the tawhidic worldview. It emerged as a holistic and symbolic art in which form,
space, light, and matter participated in a unified metaphysical harmony, ren-
dering visible the primordial bond between humanity, nature, and the Divine.
In its essence, Iranian—Islamic architecture functioned as both a mirror and a
mediator of transcendence, expressing through its spatial and geometric syntax
the ontological hierarchy of being. However, with the rise of modern secular
paradigms and the rupture from traditional metaphysics, this sacred continuity
has been fractured, leading to a profound epistemological and existential crisis.
Architecture—once regarded as the symbolic language of truth and a vessel of
theophany—has, in the modern condition, been reduced to an aestheticized
mechanism of function, stripped of its metaphysical content and severed from
its spiritual telos.

According to Titus Burckhardt (1976: 19), this crisis originates in the desacral-
ization of form: sacred geometries and archetypal structures, once imbued
with metaphysical significance, become hollow replicas devoid of spirit. Henry
Corbin (1986: 426), adopting a philosophical-hermeneutical perspective, inter-
prets Islamic architecture as belonging to the mundus imaginalis—the imaginal
world mediating between the sensible and the intelligible. The forgetting of this
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intermediary realm, he argues, is the root of architecture’s identity crisis in the
Islamic world. Similarly, Frithjof Schuon (2007: 160) views this disintegration as
symptomatic of a larger metaphysical rupture in modernity, warning that tradi-
tional forms remain spiritually alive only when they embody eternal principles.
Thus, the restoration of meaning in architecture requires not the mechanical
reproduction of historical motifs but a return to the sacred arché—to the meta-
physical foundations that once rendered form a symbolic and meaning-gener-
ative language. Within such a horizon, the architect reclaims his/her role as a
mediator between mulk (the terrestrial) and malakiit (the celestial), and archi-
tecture itself resumes its vocation as a mirror of divine names and a locus of
spiritual manifestation.

The central question of this research arises precisely from this rupture: Can
a new paradigm of Iranian—Islamic architecture be articulated in the modern
age—one that, while faithful to its sacred identity, can meaningfully respond to
the aesthetic, cultural, and functional exigencies of contemporary life? In other
words, can tradition and wisdom (hikmah) be rearticulated within a contempo-
rary form while retaining their metaphysical vitality ?

To address this inquiry, the study focuses on two eminent contemporary think-
ers who have each endeavored, from distinct yet complementary epistemolog-
ical positions, to revive sacred architectural thought: Abdulhamid Noghrehkar
and Nader Ardalan. Noghrehkar, drawing upon hikmat al-muta‘aliya (Transcen-
dent Theosophy) and Islamic philosophical rationality, advances a structured
and hierarchical system of design grounded in justice (‘adl), spirituality, and the
moral purification of the architect. For him, the act of architectural creation
mirrors the cosmic order itself—an embodiment of divine harmony through
proportionality, unity, and ethical intention. Ardalan, on the other hand, ap-
proaches architecture through an intuitive and cosmological lens rooted in Sufi
metaphysics, Islamic cosmology, and the aesthetics of traditional craftsman-
ship. In his view, architecture is a symbolic language of the sacred, a ta’will art
that reinterprets eternal archetypes in the spatial vocabulary of the present.
His seminal work The Sense of Unity (1973) conceptualizes architecture as an
ontological journey—one that ascends from the multiplicity of form to the uni-
ty of being.

Research Objectives
This study aims to:

1. Reconstruct the theoretical foundations of Noghrehkar’s and Ardalan’s
frameworks within the broader discourse of sacred and traditionalist thought.

2. Identify the shared and divergent principles that shape their respective un-
derstandings of architectural identity.

3. Formulate a unifying and operative paradigm for contemporary Iranian—Is-
lamic architecture that preserves metaphysical integrity while engaging with
the realities of modern practice.

In this sense, the research is not merely historical or descriptive but is syn-
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thetic, seeking to reconcile rational metaphysical order with intuitive spiritual
experience—thereby bridging the gap between ‘aq/ (intellect) and dhawgq (illu-
mination), and between conceptual dimension and contemplative realm.

Research Methodology

The research adopts a qualitative—hermeneutical approach structured through
a comparative—analytical strategy. The methodological process unfolds in four
stages:

1. Identification of Identity-Forming Elements: Based on Islamic philosophical
and architectural literature, the constitutive elements of architectural identi-
ty were identified and categorized under three interrelated domains—time,
place, and culture—each corresponding to the dimensions of human experi-
ence in the sacred cosmos.

2. Reconstruction of Theoretical Frameworks: The study reconstructs the in-
tellectual systems of Ardalan and Noghrehkar through textual analysis of their
writings, interviews, and architectural works, extracting their key principles re-
lated to ontology, symbolism, and design ethics.

3. Comparative Synthesis: Noghrehkar’s rational and hierarchical model is em-
ployed as an analytical matrix against which Ardalan’s cosmological and intui-
tive concepts are examined. This structure allows for a rigorous comparison of
metaphysical underpinnings, aesthetic language, and design methodology.

4. Conceptual Integration: The results of this comparative analysis are synthe-
sized to formulate a unified theoretical model that integrates Noghrehkar’s
systematic reason with Ardalan’s cosmic intuition—an integration that aspires
to restore the dialogical harmony between intellect and imagination, and be-
tween structure and spirit.

Research Questions

1. How can the principles of hikmah (divine wisdom) and sunnah (sacred tradi-
tion) inform a renewed theory of Islamic architectural identity in the modern
age?

2. In what ways do the philosophical frameworks of Abdulhamid Noghrehkar
and Nader Ardalan converge or diverge regarding the metaphysical foundations
of design?

3. Can a synthesis of rational and intuitive paradigms generate a cohesive mod-
el for contemporary Iranian—Islamic architecture that transcends both histori-
cism and modern functionalism?

Findings and Discussion

The findings reveal that despite epistemological and linguistic divergences, both
frameworks are complementary manifestations of a single metaphysical truth.
Noghrehkar’s system is grounded in the rational and ethical dimensions of hik-
mat al-muta‘aliya—emphasizing justice, hierarchy, and the inner purification
of the architect as preconditions for sacred creativity. His approach constructs
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architecture as a microcosm of the divine order (nizam al-wujdd), in which pro-
portionality mirrors cosmic equilibrium. The architect’s moral and intellectual
refinement becomes integral to the act of design, ensuring that form arises
from ontological understanding rather than mere technical skill.

In contrast, Ardalan’s philosophy centers upon intuitive participation in the cos-
mic rhythm. For him, architecture is a sacred art of presence that unites the
material and the spiritual through symbols drawn from Islamic cosmology—
light, geometry, color, and sound. In Ardalan’s thought, time is not linear but
cyclical and theophanic, spiraling toward transcendence (Ardalan, 2012: 83).
Correspondingly, place is not a passive container but a vessel of divine mani-
festation, in which the human act of dwelling becomes a spiritual reenactment
of creation. His emphasis on human scale and communal participation situates
architecture within a continuum linking body, home, and city, rendering the
inhabitant both occupant and co-creator of sacred space.

Through comparative synthesis, the study demonstrates that Noghrehkar’s dis-
ciplined metaphysical rationality and Ardalan’s poetic cosmology, when brought
into dialogue, form a comprehensive paradigm capable of reinvigorating Islamic
architectural identity in the modern world. Their convergence lies in the shared
conviction that architecture must transcend material utility to become an ex-
pression of metaphysical order—a geometry of being articulated through both
intellect and intuition.

Proposed Unifying Paradigm

The synthesis yields five interdependent principles that formthe foundation of
a renewed Iranian—Islamic architectural theory:

1. Existential Justice and Proportion: Design as an act of restoring cosmic bal-
ance, reflecting harmony across all levels of existence.

2. Unity-in-Multiplicity: Spatial articulation as a metaphysical journey from dis-
persion toward unity, symbolizing the path from creation to return (al-khalg
wa’l-ruja’).

3. Continuity of the Living Tradition: Tradition as a living, adaptive principle,
embodying hikmah ‘amaliyya (practical wisdom) within local culture and crafts-
manship.

4. Creation of Sacred Spatiality: The interplay of light, geometry, and matter as
the alchemical process by which form is transmuted into meaning.

5. Place as Theophanic Vessel: Space is conceived not as a functional container
but as the mirror of divine presence, the locus where form reveals the formless.

Conclusion

The comparative analysis of Noghrehkar and Ardalan demonstrates that recon-
ciliation between reason and intuition, and between intellect and imagination,
is not only possible but also necessary for the revival of authentic Islamic ar-
chitectural identity. The resulting paradigm is both unitive and generative—
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faithful to its metaphysical roots yet responsive to contemporary exigencies. It
offers a theoretical and practical framework through which architecture may
once again serve as a medium of dhikr (remembrance), a mirror of divine order,
and a vessel for the sacred presence in the modern world. By reuniting form,
meaning, and wisdom, the study reaffirms that the renewal of Islamic architec-
ture must proceed not through imitation but through the creative reanimation
of its metaphysical essence.

Keywords: Islamic Architecture Identity, Perennial Philosophy, Transcendental
Theosophy, Nader Ardalan, Abdulhamid Noghrehkar
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