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Extended Abstract

The concept of “Paradise” within religious traditions has consistently been ar-
ticulated as a symbol of perfection, serenity, and the intimate presence of the
sacred. Across diverse theological, cultural, and historical contexts, paradise is
not merely conceived as a physical destination or a spatial construct, but rather
as a qualitative state of being in which the human subject experiences ulti-
mate harmony, fulfillment, and proximity to the divine. It is both imagined and
described through rich, symbolic language that points beyond material reality
toward transcendent conditions of existence. However, in many architectural
interpretations and design practices, this deeply layered metaphysical concept
has frequently been reduced to a limited set of symbolic or formalized spatial
elements—such as gardens, water channels, luminous atmospheres, and orna-
mental patterns. While such elements may successfully evoke sensory pleasure
or aesthetic resonance, they often risk simplifying a profoundly complex on-
tological idea into a visual vocabulary of mere repetition and stylistic repre-
sentation. This research emerges from a critical awareness of such reduction
and seeks to re-examine the relationship between the conceptual notion of
paradise and spatial experience in architecture. The central concern is to move
beyond literal imitation and symbolic reproduction, and instead, investigate
how architecture might engage with paradise as an experiential, interpretive,
and phenomenological construct. Rather than treating sacred texts as design
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manuals, the study proposes that they should be understood as rich seman-
tic structures that generate diverse interpretive possibilities. In this sense, the
research asks whether architecture can establish conditions for a meaningful
experiential encounter with paradise without directly translating textual de-
scriptions into physical form.

The primary research question guiding this study is therefore: how can ar-
chitecture evoke a sense of paradise through spatial experience, rather than
through literal representation of religious imagery or scriptural descriptions?
This question challenges conventional approaches in sacred architecture, which
often rely heavily on iconographic repetition, predetermined symbolic codes,
and established visual conventions. Instead, it proposes a shift toward a more
open-ended and interpretive framework, in which meaning arises through lived
experience, embodied perception, and temporal engagement with space.

Methodologically, the research adopts a qualitative, philosophical, and inter-
pretive approach. It is grounded in the conceptual analysis of religious texts,
combined with hermeneutic and phenomenological frameworks within archi-
tectural theory. Rather than seeking empirical validation or measurable out-
comes, the study focuses on the interpretation of meaning and the conditions
under which such meaning is produced. The research engages in a close reading
of sacred texts that describe paradise in metaphorical, sensory, and relational
terms, emphasizing their symbolic density and interpretive openness. These
readings are complemented by phenomenological perspectives in architecture
that prioritize embodied experience, sensory perception, spatial awareness,
and the temporality of movement through space.

Within this methodological orientation, hermeneutics plays a crucial role in re-
framing paradise not as a fixed spatial model, but as a dynamic field of meaning
that requires continuous interpretation. From a hermeneutic standpoint, tex-
tual descriptions of paradise should not be understood as architectural blue-
prints; rather, they function as poetic and symbolic narratives that point toward
experiential qualities such as tranquility, abundance, lightness, and relational
harmony. Similarly, phenomenology allows for an exploration of how space is
lived through the body, highlighting the importance of perception, affect, mem-
ory, and movement in shaping spatial understanding. In this way, architectural
space is not merely a physical container but an experiential field in which mean-
ing unfolds through interaction.

The findings of the study indicate that representations of paradise in religious
texts are fundamentally metaphorical and epistemologically layered. These de-
scriptions are not intended to serve as direct instructions for spatial design,
nor do they prescribe fixed formal configurations. Instead, they operate as con-
ceptual and imaginative frameworks that aim to evoke specific states of con-
sciousness and experiential conditions. References to gardens, flowing rivers,
shade, fruitfulness, and radiant light, therefore, should not be interpreted as
literal architectural components, but as symbolic articulations of harmony, pu-
rity, abundance, and nearness to the divine presence.
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This interpretive reading suggests that any attempt to directly translate para-
dise into architectural form through imitation or literal reproduction inevitably
reduces its existential depth. When paradise is reconstructed as a physical ty-
pology based on textual imagery alone, it risks becoming a decorative aesthet-
ic system rather than a meaningful experiential condition. Such approaches
may produce visually attractive environments, yet they often fail to engage with
the deeper phenomenological and ontological dimensions embedded within
the concept of paradise itself. In contrast, the research proposes that archi-
tecture can engage with paradise through the careful orchestration of spatial
and sensory qualities—rather than symbolic replication. These qualities include
light, materiality, spatial rhythm, movement, thresholds, atmospheric depth,
and human scale. Each of these elements contributes not as an isolated formal
device, but as part of an integrated experiential system that shapes perception
and emotional response. Light, for example, can be understood not merely as
illumination, but as a temporal medium that structures atmosphere, reveals
material presence, and modulates emotional intensity. Materiality, likewise,
influences tactile perception and bodily engagement, whereas spatial rhythm
organizes movement and guides the temporal unfolding of experience.

Thresholds and transitional spaces are particularly significant within this frame-
work, as they introduce conditions of passage, transformation, and anticipa-
tion. These liminal moments resonate conceptually with the idea of paradise
as a shift from ordinary existence to an elevated state of being. Human scale
also plays a fundamental role, ensuring that spatial experience remains ground-
ed in bodily perception and existential familiarity rather than abstract formal-
ism. Through these coordinated spatial conditions, architecture can cultivate
environments that invite reflection, attentiveness, and heightened perceptual
awareness.

The study further emphasizes that spatial experience is inherently interpretive
and cannot be fully predetermined by design. Meaning emerges through the
interaction between space, body, memory, cultural background, and perceptual
sensitivity. As such, architecture should be understood not as a fixed system of
symbols but as an open field of experiential possibilities. The sense of “paradisi-
acal” space arises not from the presence of specific formal elements, but from
the qualitative intensity of lived experience and the interpretive engagement of
the perceiving subject. From this perspective, architecture functions as a me-
diating condition rather than a representational system. It does not reproduce
paradise, but enables the possibility of encountering it as an experiential and
interpretive horizon. This shift from representation to condition-making consti-
tutes one of the central theoretical contributions of the research. It redefines
sacred architecture as a practice that facilitates experiential openness, percep-
tual depth, and reflective awareness, rather than one that merely constructs
symbolic imagery.

The implications of this study extend across both architectural theory and prac-
tice. Theoretically, it challenges reductive paradigms that equate sacred mean-
ing with formal symbolism, and instead advocates for a more nuanced under-
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standing of space as an experiential and interpretive phenomenon. Practically,
it encourages designers to move beyond the reproduction of established ico-
nographies, and to focus instead on cultivating spatial conditions that support
sensory richness, atmospheric complexity, and interpretive engagement.

Ultimately, the study concludes that the relationship between architecture and
the concept of paradise should not be understood in terms of direct visual rep-
resentation or formal analogy. Instead, it should be conceptualized as a phe-
nomenological and experiential relationship grounded in embodied perception
and interpretive spatial encounter. Paradise, in this sense, is not an object to
be depicted, but a condition to be approached, suggested, and momentarily
revealed through carefully structured spatial experiences.

Building on this conclusion, the article proposes a broader theoretical frame-
work for understanding sacred architecture as a field of experiential produc-
tion, rather than symbolic replication. Within this framework, space is treated
as an active medium of meaning-making, where perception, interpretation,
and embodiment continuously interact. Architecture thus becomes a dynamic
practice of shaping conditions for awareness, rather than a static process of
constructing predefined forms.

Furthermore, in contemporary architectural discourse, which is increasingly
shaped by cultural plurality, technological mediation, and environmental un-
certainty, the concept of paradise can be reinterpreted as an open-and-evolv-
ing horizon of meaning. This openness allows for interdisciplinary engagement
with fields such as philosophy, anthropology, cognitive science, environmental
psychology, and digital spatial studies. Through such intersections, the under-
standing of sacred space becomes more complex, adaptive, and responsive to
contemporary human experience.

In this expanded view, architectural engagement with paradise is no longer a
matter of representing a fixed theological image, but an ongoing interpretive
process that evolves alongside human perception, cultural transformation, and
experiential depth. It is precisely this dynamic and unfinished quality that en-
ables architecture to remain meaningful in relation to sacred concepts, allow-
ing paradise to function not as a distant image to be reproduced, but as an
experiential possibility that is continuously reinterpreted through space, time,
and human presence.

Keywords: Paradise, Sacred architecture, Spatial organization, Architectural
perception, Phenomenology of space
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