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The Nowruz event, by injecting event-based elements (decorations, programs,
temporary activities) and temporarily altering space use, transformed not only
behavioral patterns but also the mental structure that individuals held of the
bazaar. The space changed from a purely functional environment to a vibrant,
multifunctional urban stage.

Conclusion

This research confirms that a comprehensive understanding of historic public
spaces requires conceptualizing time not as a secondary or decorative factor,
but as a structural dimension equal to form, behavior, and perception. The Ker-
man Bazaar case illustrates how cultural-temporal rhythms such as Nowruz can
temporarily reorganize spatial meaning, behavior, and mental representation
even without physical intervention.

The study contributes theoretically by conceptualizing the Form—Time—Behav-
ior—Perception relationship as a living system, and methodologically by demon-
strating how mixed-methods triangulation can reveal embedded mechanisms
of interaction. Practically, it suggests that designing time—via cultural program-
ming and soft interventions—offers an effective strategy to enhance the liv-
ability and identity of historic spaces, minimizing the need for costly physical
modifications.

Ultimately, historic bazaars like Kerman’s can continue serving as vibrant arenas
for collective life when planning approaches shift from protecting physical ob-
jects to cultivating temporal vitality.

Keywords: Urban Behavior; Lived Experience; Temporal Rhythms of Space; Cog-
nitive Map; Historic Bazaar of Kerman
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Viewshed analysis confirmed a strong correlation (r = 0.89, p < 0.01) between
wide visual angles (open sightlines) and the occurrence of social and optional
behaviors. Spaces with the widest views (Ganjali Khan Square: 270+ degrees,
Chaharsough: 240 degrees) attracted the highest share of these behaviors
during Nowruz, while narrow passages with limited visibility remained primar-
ily movement corridors.

Multivariate logistic regression analysis (Nagelkerke R? = 0.76) identified four
variables as significant predictors of social behavior during Nowruz: Path Width
(Odds Ratio, OR=2.32), Spatial Visibility (OR=3.42), Proximity to a Landmark
(OR=2.63 for decreased distance), and Population Density (OR=0.52, reflecting
a negative effect).

Qualitative Findings: From Sensory Experience to Mental Structure

Analysis of the 60 cognitive maps revealed that spatial perception was heav-
ily organized around landmarks and main paths. Ganjali Khan Square, Cha-
harsough, and the historic bathhouse were the most frequently drawn ele-
ments—precisely the same points that were identified as behavioral hotspots.
This finding highlights the process of “imageability” as described by Lynch.

Thematic analysis of interviews revealed a transformation in sensory and phe-
nomenological experience during Nowruz:

e Visual: From crowded, chaotic visuals focused on goods to colorful, orderly,
ritually decorated environments.

e Auditory: From functional sounds (bargaining, engines) to social and leisure
sounds (music, laughter, conversation).

e Olfactory: From a mix of commercial smells (spices, leather) to dominant
spring scents (flowers, herbs) and local foods.

e Kinesthetic/Tactile: From hard surfaces, crowding, and restricted movement
to varied textures, open spaces for sitting, and smoother flow.

Key phenomenological themes emerged from the interviews, including a sense
of belonging and identity (among locals), pride (especially during Nowruz), a
sense of “suspended time,” the contrast between tradition and modernity, and
a heightened sense of community and shared ownership of the space.

The use of the collective pronoun “we” to describe the bazaar experience in-
creased from 42% to 78% during Nowruz (compared to pre-Nowruz), indicating
a stronger sense of social inclusion.

Integration and Interpretation of Findings

The Interaction Mechanism of Form-Time-Perception-Behavior: A crucial find-
ing was the high spatial overlap between points of peak behavioral density
during Nowruz (Ganjali Khan Square, Chaharsough) and the symbolic land-
marks identified in the collective cognitive map. This demonstrates a direct and
reinforcing relationship between physical quality, perceptual attractiveness,
and collective behavioral patterns.
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and tourists) present in the selected section of the bazaar. For qualitative anal-
ysis, 60 participants were selected using maximum diversity sampling (consid-
ering age, gender, activity type), and data collection continued until theoretical
saturation. For the quantitative phase, each observable behavior was classified
as a separate unit of analysis. Over 14 observation days (two 7-day periods),
behavioral data were recorded in six 2-hour daily sessions, yielding 4238 coded
behavioral units.

Tools and Analytical Techniques

e Structured Behavioral Observation with behaviors coded into five categories:
Necessary Movement (R1), Short Stop (R2), Long Stop (R3), Optional Activity
(R4), and Social Interaction (R5).

¢ Cognitive Mapping (Lynch-based sketch mapping), with data aggregated into
weighted collective maps.

e Semi-structured Interviews (15—25 minutes), capturing perception, sensory
experience, and temporal awareness.

Analytical techniques included descriptive statistics, Chi-square tests, K-means
clustering, spatio-temporal mapping (ArcGIS 10.8), multivariate logistic regres-
sion, and thematic coding (NVivo 12). Validity was assured through triangula-
tion, inter-coder reliability (k = 0.89), and member-checking.

Findings and Discussion
Quantitative Findings: Analysis of Behavioral Patterns

The distribution of the five behavioral categories changed significantly between
the pre-Nowruz and Nowruz periods (x* = 47.8, p < 0.001). Key changes include:

¢ Necessary Movement (R1) decreased sharply from 62% to 38%.
e Social Interaction (R5) increased dramatically from 4% to 15%.
e Optional Activity (R4) increased from 6% to 18%.

This indicates that Nowruz, as a temporal stimulus, significantly increased the
share of social and optional behaviors, transforming the space from a “move-
ment corridor” to a “social destination.”

Cluster analysis of users revealed three distinct groups whose proportions
shifted markedly: “Purposeful Shoppers” (decreased from 72% to 35%), “Expe-
rience-Oriented Tourists” (increased from 18% to 45%), and “Socializers” (in-
creased from 10% to 20%). This signifies a shift from instrumental motivations
(shopping, passage) to experiential ones (experience, interaction).

Spatial analysis showed a fundamental shift in activity hubs. In the pre-Nowruz
period, about 68% of behaviors were concentrated along the linear axis from
Arg Square to Ganjali Khan Square. During Nowruz, the behavioral focus shifted
to three attractor nodes: Ganjali Khan Square (40%), Chaharsough (14%), and
Ganjali Khan Caravanserai (15%). This represents a shift from linear, flow-based
movement to circular, nodal movement.




Rahpooye Memari-o Shahrsazi
(Quarterly Journal of Architecture and Urbanism)
Vol. 5, No. 17, Spring 2026

(e.g., Nowruz, Muharram) that intensify behavioral and perceptual dynamics.

In Iran, although valuable research has addressed physical form, behavior, or
perception individually, integrative studies that examine all four dimensions—
form, time, behavior, and perception—within actively used historic spaces are
limited. Consequently, the mechanisms through which a stable physical fabric
interacts with event-based temporal cycles to shape behavior and its cognitive
representation remain insufficiently understood.

The Purpose of the Research

The present study, focused on the Historic Bazaar of Kerman (from Arg Square
to Ganjali Khan Square), utilizes Nowruz as an event-based temporal rhythm to
address the following research question:

How, and through what mechanisms, do physical and temporal dimensions re-
organize users’ behavioral patterns in historic public spaces, and how are these
changes reflected in cognitive maps and mental structures?

The Kerman Bazaar, characterized by a relatively unchanged Safavid—Qajar
physical structure alongside dramatically fluctuating temporal rhythms during
festive periods, provides an exemplary case for empirically exploring these
multi-layered interactions. The overarching objective is to formulate an inte-
grated analytical framework for understanding the Form—Time—Behavior—Per-
ception system and to extract practical insights for the flexible and sustainable
management of historic public spaces.

Methodology

This study employs a convergent parallel mixed-methods design, in which
guantitative (behavioral) and qualitative (perceptual) data are collected simul-
taneously under the same spatio-temporal conditions and subsequently inte-
grated at interpretive levels. This design enables a comprehensive analysis of
four interacting components that cannot be effectively understood through
sequential procedures. Moreover, Nowruz—acting as an intensive temporal
stimulant—creates rapid shifts in the behavioral-perceptual system; therefore,
synchronized data collection was necessary to avoid information loss.

The research was conducted in two parallel phases:

Quantitative Phase: Systematic behavioral observation during two distinct
timeframes: pre-Nowruz (ordinary rhythm) and Nowruz holidays (event-based
rhythm).

Qualitative Phase: Assessment of environmental perception, lived experience,
and cognitive mapping during the same timeframes.

These datasets were integrated in a third phase to interpret the interactive
mechanisms underlying the system.

Sample and Data Collection

The statistical population includes all users (pedestrians, shoppers, vendors,
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In contemporary discourse on urban public spaces, a paradigmatic shift has
occurred from an emphasis on physical form toward human experience, so-
cial interaction, and embodied perception. Public spaces are no longer viewed
merely as infrastructures for movement, but as dynamic arenas where urban
memory, symbolic identity, and lived experiences are continually produced and
reproduced. Accordingly, the analytical framework for such spaces must con-
sider the continuous interaction among three core pillars: physical form, users’
behavior, and perception; this framework becomes fully comprehensive only
when time is introduced as a fourth dynamic component. Current theoretical
literature increasingly conceptualizes the city as a time-sensitive, multi-layered
construct, in which temporal rhythms actively shape spatial experience.

Two major traditions have influenced this field. The physical-perceptual tra-
dition, grounded in the seminal works of Lynch (1960) and Gehl (2011, 2013),
highlights how qualities such as legibility, enclosure, imageability, and active
edges structure perception and behavior. The phenomenological-temporal tra-
dition, informed by Heidegger (1927) and Giedion (1941/2009), views place as
inherently temporal and historically stratified—a notion expanded by Carmona
(2021) and Madanipour (2007), who describe urban space as a “historical pa-
limpsest” shaped by successive layers of time.

Despite this theoretical richness, a key analytical gap persists: most studies
focus either on static physicality or treat time abstractly, with few examining
form—time interaction through spatio-temporal rhythms—defined as organized
patterns of social activity tied to spatial and temporal structures. This gap is par-
ticularly critical in historic environments, where physical stability and tempo-
ral fluidity coexist. Traditional bazaars exemplify such settings, combining eco-
nomic roles with cultural identity, collective memory, and ritual-based rhythms
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mendations aimed at improving urban regeneration outcomes in Ferdowsi and
similar neighborhoods:

e Institutional Integration: Establishment of inter-sectoral platforms that coor-
dinate activities among municipal agencies, private developers, and community
organizations, ensuring coherent planning and implementation.

e Economic Incentives: Providing tax benefits, low-interest loans, and land-use
incentives to encourage private investment while safeguarding equitable out-
comes for local residents.

e Community Empowerment: Conduction of participatory workshops, neigh-
borhood forums, and capacity-building programs to enhance residents’ knowl-
edge and skills, enabling informed decision-making and active engagement.

e Transparent Governance: Development of monitoring and evaluation frame-
works, including open-data platforms and participatory oversight committees,
to build trust and ensure accountability.

e Cultural and Spatial Sensitivity: Preserving local heritage and neighborhood
identity while improving accessibility, public spaces, and environmental quality.

e Collaborative Contracting: Introducing standardized partnership contracts
that clearly define stakeholder roles, responsibilities, risk-sharing arrange-
ments, and dispute-resolution mechanisms.

Conclusion

The study concludes that integrated participation involving the public sector,
private investors, and community members is essential for the sustainable re-
generation of deteriorated urban fabrics. Private sector engagement, when
complemented by strong public oversight and active community involvement,
can drive both economic revitalization and social cohesion. Nonetheless,
achieving such synergy requires continuous institutional learning, adaptive pol-
icy mechanisms, and robust governance structures capable of respond to evolv-
ing urban challenges.

Urban regeneration is therefore not merely a technical or architectural en-
deavor but a socially negotiated transformation that depends on the active col-
laboration of all stakeholders. The findings from the Ferdowsi neighborhood
provide a model for participatory urban regeneration that balances economic,
social, and cultural objectives, offering valuable guidance for planners and pol-
icymakers aiming to revitalize deteriorated neighborhoods across Tehran and
other Iranian cities.

Keywords: Urban regeneration; Public-private-people partnership; Community
participation; Ferdowsi neighborhood; Structural Equation Modeling; Sustain-
able urban development
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tion Modeling (SEM) technique. SEM allows for the investigation of complex
causal relationships between latent variables and provides a rigorous frame-
work for evaluating the relative contributions of economic, social, and physical
factors to participation outcomes. The model was tested for goodness-of-fit,
discriminant validity, and path significance to ensure that the derived conclu-
sions were both statistically reliable and practically meaningful.

Findings

The empirical analysis revealed several critical insights into the dynamics of par-
ticipation in urban regeneration:

1. Private Sector Participation: Private stakeholders, particularly investors and
developers, exhibited stronger influence over project implementation than
public sector actors. Economic considerations—such as potential returns on in-
vestment, cost-sharing mechanisms, and incentives—were the primary drivers
of private engagement. When combined with social and physical factors, private
sector participation significantly accelerated regeneration activities, including
building renovations, infrastructural upgrades, and commercial revitalization.

2. Public Sector Participation: While essential for legitimacy, public sector in-
volvement was often constrained by bureaucratic procedures, limited financial
resources, and insufficient coordination among municipal agencies. These lim-
itations reduced the capacity of public authorities to foster meaningful engage-
ment with residents and other stakeholders.

3. Community Participation: Residents expressed high levels of interest in par-
ticipating in regeneration projects but were often hindered by a lack of trans-
parent decision-making mechanisms, limited access to information, and weak
institutional support. Social cohesion, trust, and the perception of equitable
benefits emerged as key determinants of effective community involvement.

4. Economic, Social, and Physical Dimensions: Analysis indicated that the eco-
nomic dimension was the most influential factor for private sector participation,
whereas the social dimension—encompassing trust-building, communication,
and participatory decision-making—was critical for sustaining resident engage-
ment. The physical dimension, including infrastructure quality, accessibility, and
preservation of cultural identity, was essential for both residents’ satisfaction
and long-term project sustainability.

5. Integrated Participation Model: The study demonstrates that multi-stake-
holder participation, facilitated by clear governance structures, standardized
contractual arrangements, and collaborative platforms, significantly enhances
both the feasibility and effectiveness of regeneration projects. Coordination
among public authorities, private actors, and local communities enables the
pooling of resources, risk-sharing, and alignment of objectives, creating condi-
tions for sustainable neighborhood revitalization.

Policy Implications and Strategic Recommendations

Based on these findings, the study proposes a set of strategic policy recom-
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ning into urban regeneration frameworks. In the Iranian context, cities such
as Tehran have historically relied on government-led programs that emphasize
physical upgrading, often without sufficient engagement of local stakeholders.
This has limited the effectiveness and sustainability of regeneration initiatives,
particularly in historically significant neighborhoods with dense social networks
and cultural heritage.

The present study aims to address this gap by investigating the process of urban
regeneration in the Ferdowsi neighborhood of Tehran, emphasizing the role of
multi-stakeholder participation—including the public sector, private investors,
and local residents—in facilitating effective revitalization. The research objec-
tives are threefold: (1) to identify key factors that influence successful participa-
tion in regeneration initiatives; (2) to evaluate the relative impact of public and
private sector involvement on project outcomes; and (3) to propose practical
strategies and policy recommendations for enhancing participatory urban re-
generation in deteriorated neighborhoods. By focusing on Ferdowsi—a neigh-
borhood characterized by aging infrastructure, fragmented urban fabrics, and
diverse socio-economic groups—the study provides both theoretical insights
and practical guidance for urban planners, policymakers, and community ac-
tors.

Research Framework and Methodology

The study employs a mixed-method research design, combining qualitative
and quantitative approaches to ensure both depth and generalizability. Initial-
ly, a comprehensive literature review was conducted using documentary and
library-based research methods. This review encompassed theoretical frame-
works regarding urban regeneration, participatory planning, public-private
partnerships, and social capital, as well as empirical studies on neighborhood
revitalization in Iran and other countries. Core variables influencing participa-
tion were identified, including economic incentives, social cohesion, institution-
al capacity, governance transparency, and physical infrastructure quality.

Following the theoretical analysis, the research utilized a field survey to collect
primary data from stakeholders in the Ferdowsi neighborhood. Two distinct
groups were targeted:

1. Public sector participants, including 100 residents, local council representa-
tives, and municipal officials; and

2. Private sector participants, including 12 investors, developers, and construc-
tion professionals involved in local urban projects.

The survey instrument, a structured questionnaire, was developed to capture
multiple dimensions of participation, such as residents’ willingness to engage,
perceived barriers to involvement, expectations of government and private ac-
tors, and priorities for neighborhood improvement. Validity and reliability were
established through expert review, pilot testing, and Cronbach’s alpha analysis,
ensuring robust measurement of latent constructs.

Data analysis was performed using SmartPLS software via the Structural Equa-
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Extended Abstract

Deteriorated urban fabrics, often referred to as distressed or decayed neighbor-
hoods, represent one of the most pressing challenges facing contemporary ur-
ban management, particularly in developing countries such as Iran. These areas
typically exhibit a combination of inadequate infrastructure, substandard hous-
ing, insufficient public services, limited access to educational, healthcare, and
recreational facilities, and declining economic activity. Collectively, these defi-
cits contribute to social marginalization, reduced quality of life, and environ-
mental degradation. The persistence of such conditions not only undermines
urban sustainability but also poses significant obstacles to the equitable devel-
opment of cities. The complexities inherent in the management of deteriorated
urban fabrics require integrated approaches that combine physical, social, and
economic interventions with participatory governance.

Globally, urban regeneration has evolved significantly over recent decades. Ear-
ly interventions were largely physical and design-oriented, focusing on the re-
habilitation of buildings, streets, and public spaces. While these strategies im-
proved the physical environment, they often overlooked the residents’ needs,
local culture, and social dynamics. Consequently, many top-down initiatives
failed to achieve long-term revitalization or, in some cases, exacerbated social
inequities through displacement or gentrification. Experience from both devel-
oped and developing countries highlights the importance of integrating com-
munity participation, public-private collaboration, and context-sensitive plan-
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ed more prominently than other factors in the appearance and structure of
the houses. Focus on internal spaces, use of interior ornamentation, controlled
openings and enclosed walls expressed the inhabitants’ desire to preserve per-
sonal privacy and reduce direct external views. Consequently, Gilan houses,
despite their connection with nature, maintained clear visual and functional
boundaries. Spatial division into public, semi-private and private realms played
a major role in realizing privacy; this division influenced not only usage but
also material selection and decoration, creating distinctions among different
areas of the house. The definition of territory and domain through separation
of “Andaruni” and “Biruni” zones and control of sight lines constituted another
key mechanism.

The placement of the building within the urban fabric and its relation to climat-
ic conditions were also influential: site selection, orientation and use of local
materials were carried out in accordance with the humid climate while preserv-
ing privacy. Although hierarchy and siting played complementary roles, their
impact was less than that of introversion, zoning and territory. In sum, privacy
in the traditional houses of Gilan was not merely a cultural or social concept
but an effective mechanism for shaping space, physical fabric and architectural
identity. The interaction between privacy, climate and local culture produced
patterns such as enclosed spaces, lwans, lattice windows and multi-layer walls—
patterns that, while providing calm and seclusion, established a balanced con-
nection between the interior of the house and the surrounding nature. These
findings can be utilized in recognizing indigenous architectural values and ap-
plied to contemporary design in northern Iran.

Keywords: Privacy; Spatial-physical structure; Traditional house; Gilan; Structur-
al Equation Modeling
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tion techniques/materials. Following Rapoport (1969) and Lang (1987), archi-
tectural space results from the interaction between cultural and physical sys-
tems. Privacy—as an endogenous cultural principle—shapes spatial patterns, and
those patterns reproduce and reinforce the cultural value. In Gilan, this dialec-
tic manifests as a dynamic balance between the cultural demand for seclusion
and the climatic requirements of the humid, verdant environment, producing a
distinctive regional architectural identity.

Discussion and Findings: SEM showed that all five privacy indicators exert
positive and statistically significant effects on the formation of spatial-physi-
cal components (t-values > 1.96, p < 0.05). The overall model possesses strong
goodness-of-fit (GOF = 0.391). Among the indicators, territory and domain ex-
erted the greatest influence on spatial organization; introversion showed the
highest significant coefficients with facade and ornamentation, and with form,
geometry and dimensions; and zoning displayed the strongest relationship with
construction techniques and materials.

Detailed path analysis confirmed that hierarchy had its strongest effect on trans-
parency and connection to nature ( = 0.332), reflecting graded courtyards and
“Iwan” as mediators. Introversion most strongly influenced facade and orna-
mentation (B = 0.370) and form/geometry/dimensions (B = 0.299), manifesting
in controlled openings such as “Orosi” lattice windows and enclosed volumes.
Territory and domain primarily shaped spatial organization (B = 0.302) through
separation of “Andaruni” and “Biruni” zones. Siting affected construction tech-
niques and materials (B = 0.240) by guiding climate-responsive material selec-
tion. Zoning most strongly impacted construction techniques/materials (B =
0.370) and facade/ornamentation (B = 0.364), producing differentiated palettes
across functional realms.

Reliability (Cronbach’s alpha and composite reliability were all > 0.7) and valid-
ity (AVE > 0.5, Fornell-Larcker criterion satisfied) were fully confirmed. R? and
Q2 values indicated acceptable explanatory and predictive power. These results
demonstrate that privacy in Qajar Gilan houses operated as a generative mech-
anism: cultural imperatives produced layered facades, multi-functional lwans,
high boundary walls and climate-responsive envelopes that simultaneously se-
cured seclusion, psychological comfort and a harmonious dialogue with nature.
The dialectic is thus concrete—cultural values shape built form, while built form
sustains and perpetuates those values.

Conclusion: The aim of this study was to examine the role of privacy in the
formation of the spatial-physical structure of Qajar-period traditional houses in
Gilan Province. The results indicated that privacy was one of the most effective
factors in the organization of space, architectural form and the relationship of
the house with its surroundings during this period. The examinations showed
that various components of privacy, acting in harmony and interaction with one
another, played a decisive role in shaping the pattern of traditional houses in
Gilan.

Findings revealed that introversion and attention to family seclusion manifest-
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play relative introversion, hierarchical access and a measured connection with
nature as expressions of privacy.

The present study rereads this dialectic in Qajar traditional houses of urban Gi-
lan. The central research question is: How effective are the indicators of privacy
in shaping the spatial-physical structure of traditional houses in Gilan Province
during the Qajar period?

Research Method: The research uses mixed methods (qualitative—quantitative)
with a descriptive-analytical and applied approach. In the qualitative phase, pri-
vacy indicators and spatial-physical components were first extracted through
library and documentary studies. To refine them for the context of Gilan,
semi-structured interviews were conducted with 15 local experts in architec-
ture and urbanism; the selected houses (10 out of 30 registered Qajar houses)
were presented to interviewees. Interview data were analyzed using grounded
theory (Strauss and Corbin approach) through open, axial and selective coding
in MAXQDA software. Codes repeated three to six times were selected as core
variables, resulting in five second-order privacy indicators and five first-order
spatial-physical components.

In the quantitative phase, these variables were converted into a 30-item, five-
point Likert questionnaire (10 items for privacy indicators, 20 for spatial-physi-
cal components). The questionnaire was distributed to 82 specialists (university
professors, researchers and architects experienced in traditional houses of Gi-
lan) over three Delphi rounds. Consensus was reached in the third round (Ken-
dall’s coefficient of concordance > 0.7). Reliability was confirmed by Cronbach’s
alpha and composite reliability; convergent validity by AVE (>0.5) and factor
loadings (>0.7); discriminant validity by the Fornell-Larcker criterion. Data were
analyzed using SPSS and Smart PLS 3 through Structural Equation Modeling
(SEM). The ten selected Qajar houses served as the contextual sample.

Theoretical Foundations: The concept of privacy originates from the Persian-Is-
lamic term “harem”, denoting a protected domain whose boundaries must be
defended. It refers to a state free from unwarranted intrusion that enables con-
trol over one’s environment and regulation of social interactions. In traditional
Iranian housing, privacy constitutes the fundamental function of the dwelling.
Five indicators operationalize this principle: spatial hierarchy (organization of
spaces according to physical or functional characteristics creating graded ac-
cess, use and visibility); introversion (centering the building around one or
more semi-private courtyards that separate it from the outside world, with
only controlled entrances); territory and domain (increasing individual or group
freedom of choice and control over activities); siting (minimal integration be-
tween guest and private spaces, which are fully separated in plan); and zoning
(functional separation of private and public areas so that one does not affect
the other while allowing simultaneous use).

These cultural-semantic indicators interact dialectically with the spatial-physical
components of the house: spatial organization, transparency and connection to
nature, facade and ornamentation, form/geometry/dimensions, and construc-
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Traditional Iranian architecture is founded upon climatic and en-
vironmental conditions as well as deep cultural and spiritual values rooted in
Iranian-Islamic beliefs. Among these, the principle of privacy “Mahramyyat”
holds a foundational position. Derived from religious teachings and Iranian so-
cial culture, privacy is a multidimensional concept possessing both semantic
and physical dimensions: semantically it preserves dignity, seclusion and psy-
chological security; physically it is realized through hierarchical spatial organi-
zation, definition of territories and domains, inward-oriented design and con-
trolled spaces.

The dialectic between the cultural value of privacy and its physical manifesta-
tion creates a two-way relationship: cultural values shape architectural spac-
es, while spatial organization reproduces and sustains those values. Although
valuable studies have addressed privacy mechanisms and the transformation
of traditional houses, the specific dialectic between the principle of privacy and
the spatial-physical structure—especially in the temperate-humid climate of
northern Iran—has received less attention. Gilan Province, with its distinct cli-
matic and cultural characteristics along the southern Caspian coast, provides a
rich setting for examining this dialectic in Qajar-period urban houses, which dis-
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This study revealed that the prioritization of scenes—whether through stillness,
linearity, or topological shifts—serves as a formal strategy to communicate the
dialectics of presence and absence, life and death, union and separation.

The significance of this work lies not only in contributing to the study of Iranian
cinema but also in offering a methodological framework that can be applied
more broadly to film analysis. By integrating architectural concepts of space
with cinematic analysis, the study bridges disciplinary boundaries and proposes
a new approach for understanding how films organize emotional and spatial
experiences. The methodological tools employed here can guide future studies
into other genres, such as comedy, social drama, or historical epics, and can
further enrich the field of film philosophy by grounding theoretical concepts in
formal and spatial analysis.

In conclusion, the study confirms that the spatiotemporal orientation of melo-
dramatic cinema, as exemplified in The Mother, is deeply tied to sensory-spatial
components. The prioritization and coherence of scenes are achieved through
architectural principles embedded within the mise-en-scéne, which not only
support narrative development but also shape the audience’s sensory and
emotional engagement.

Keywords: Melodramatic Cinema, Sense of Place, The Mother Film, Orientation
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This study suggests that melodramatic cinema is not only a narrative form but
also a spatiotemporal configuration where architecture, mise-en-scene, and
sensory perception interact. The process of orientation is explored through the
identification of continuity and spatial elements and by framing them within
notions such as clarity, transparency, distancing, pause, stillness, and the qual-
ity of movement in the scene architecture. These categories, while seemingly
abstract, directly correspond to how spectators experience emotions and in-
terpret meaning within cinematic spaces. The convergence of these concepts
ultimately leads to the articulation of a dialectical sensory-spatial discourse, in
which the scene becomes both an emotional and architectural entity.

Methodologically, an analytical-descriptive approach combined with deduc-
tive reasoning was employed in this study. Data collection was based on library
sources and film analysis, while interpretation relied on conceptual models and
analytical diagrams to structure the process. The use of visual tools, such as
tables and models, allowed for the mapping the relationship between spatial
orientation and the sensory dimensions of the film. This method enables the
articulation of how mise-en-scéne elements such as light, shadow, sound, and
spatial arrangement correspond to human emotions, psychological space, and
the melodramatic narrative.

The case study of The Mother is especially significant, as Hatami’s film demon-
strates a highly architectural and symbolic use of space, intertwining the domes-
tic setting with themes of memory, loss, and reconciliation. For example, static
or paused orientations are evident in scenes of mourning and silence, where
stillness dominates the frame, reflecting emotional suspension. In contrast, lin-
ear orientations emerge in transitional or narrative-progressive moments, such
as family interactions that move the story forward along a metaphorical axis.
Topological orientations, either ascending or descending, correspond to narra-
tive peaks and troughs: upward movement during reconciliation and affection,
and downward trajectories in moments of loss and death. These spatial ori-
entations do not merely illustrate physical camera movement but, more pro-
foundly, they map the emotional and narrative rhythms of the film.

Based on this framework, the study hypothesizes that within the process of
event representation in The Mother, formal orientation derived from the con-
stitutive elements of melodramatic cinema can lead to a spatiotemporal prior-
itization of scenes. This means that scenes are not randomly constructed but
are organized according to spatial logic that reflects both narrative progression
and sensory impact. By analyzing framing in terms of planning, place determi-
nation, and topology, the study uncovers how Hatami’s mise-en-scéne creates
coherence across scenes, ensuring that the emotional arc of the film is experi-
enced as a structured spatiotemporal continuum.

The findings demonstrated that sensory-spatial orientation provides a useful
lens for understanding melodramatic cinema, particularly in its Iranian context.
While melodrama often emphasizes heightened emotion and moral conflict, its
formal construction is equally dependent on spatial logic and architectural cues.
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Extended Abstract

The understanding and recognition of spatial character through architecture
and cinema can be explored from the perspective of examining practical and
conceptual frameworks. Within this study, the central concern is how the cine-
matic language of Iranian melodrama in the 1980s, particularly as embodied in
the film The Mother directed by Ali Hatami, incorporates spatial and sensory el-
ements into its formal structure. This study establishes that melodramatic cin-
ema operates as both a narrative and architectural form, where the dialectical
interplay of space and sensation is central to meaning-making. This recognition
not only validates the proposed hypothesis but also underscores the poten-
tial of sensory-spatial analysis as a methodological contribution to the broader
study of cinema.

Accordingly, the comprehension of components arising from melodramatic cin-
ema, in coexistence with formal criteria, finds meaning within the authentic
sensory-spatial structure. This includes three foundational orientations: scene
planning (tending toward stability and pause), place determination (associat-
ed with linear movement), and topological orientation (related to upward or
downward trajectories in the narrative).
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to heritage preservation concerns. Third, the research identifies specific design
recommendations that can improve perceived security without compromising
architectural authenticity. These recommendations include maintaining visual
continuity through aligned shopfronts, strategically placing landmarks such as
mosques and public rest areas to enhance wayfinding and spatial orientation,
improving lighting transitions between covered and open spaces, and activat-
ing key spatial nodes through cultural and commercial programming to sustain
natural surveillance.

The practical implications of the study extend to urban planners, heritage man-
agers, and policymakers responsible for maintaining and revitalizing traditional
commercial environments. The findings suggest that smallscale organizational
and spatial interventions—such as improved lighting, clearer signage, or the
purposeful activation of underused spaces—can generate significant improve-
ments in perceived security without requiring extensive structural modifica-
tions. Such interventions are particularly relevant for historic bazaars, where
architectural conservation constraints often limit the possibility of physical
restructuring. The study also emphasizes the importance of gender-sensitive
planning, given the heightened sensitivity of women to spatial integration and
visibility. Designing environments that enhance spatial clarity and social diver-
sity can promote greater inclusivity and ensure that bazaars continue to serve
as accessible public spaces for all user groups.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that perceived security in traditional Ira-
nian bazaars emerges from a complex interplay between spatial configuration,
environmental quality, and social dynamics. The comparative analysis of Teh-
ran’s 15 Khordad Bazaar and Shiraz’s Vakil Bazaar reveals that spatial integra-
tion, connectivity, and visibility are strong determinants of how safe users feel.
While the Vakil Bazaar possesses substantial historical and architectural value,
its spatial segmentation creates perceptual challenges that affect user com-
fort. In contrast, the more integrated spatial network of the 15 Khordad Bazaar
fosters stronger natural surveillance, higher pedestrian activity, and more bal-
anced social occupation—all of which contribute to a stronger sense of safety.
By integrating spatial analysis with perceptual surveys, this study offers a com-
prehensive and replicable model for assessing security in historic commercial
environments. Ultimately, enhancing the sociospatial qualities of these urban
spaces can support their continued vitality, cultural relevance, and long-term
sustainability in contemporary Iranian cities.

Keywords: Space Syntax, Security, User Participation, Tehran Bazaar, Shiraz Ba-
zaar
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environment dimension, users rated the 15 Khordad Bazaar higher due to bet-
ter lighting conditions, clearer sightlines, stronger visibility of shopfronts, and
more consistent maintenance. These environmental cues help reduce uncer-
tainty and create a more predictable and reassuring spatial experience. In the
social dimension, respondents emphasized the role of user diversity, continu-
ous pedestrian presence, and active social interactions in shaping their sense of
safety. In the Tehran bazaar, more varied user profiles and higher activity levels
contributed positively to perceptions of security by enhancing natural surveil-
lance. The personal and cultural dimensions revealed that users’ prior expe-
riences and sociocultural expectations significantly influenced their sense of
comfort and psychological security. Respondents in Tehran generally described
higher confidence in navigating the space, whereas users in Shiraz reported a
greater sensitivity to isolated segments.

Statistical analyses underscored the importance of spatial configuration in shap-
ing user perceptions. Integration emerged as one of the strongest predictors of
perceived security, highlighting the importance of coherent and legible spatial
networks. Lighting quality and social diversity also displayed strong predictive
relationships, suggesting that security emerges from the interplay of environ-
mental clarity, visibility, and social presence. These findings are in agreement
with contemporary theories that describe safety as a sociospatial construct, in
which physical conditions, behavioral patterns, and cultural expectations inter-
act in complex ways. The combined influence of spatial and social factors indi-
cates that interventions aimed at improving security in bazaars should address
both structural and experiential dimensions.

Behavioral mapping provided further insight into how users occupy and inter-
act with the spatial environment. Highly integrated areas of the 15 Khordad
Bazaar exhibited significantly higher pedestrian density—approximately 28%
more than comparable segments in the Vakil Bazaar. These spaces also support-
ed longer dwell times, indicating that users felt comfortable staying, resting, or
engaging in social interactions. Such areas also displayed more balanced gender
ratios, suggesting that women perceive these environments as more secure.
This is a notable finding, as gender-related differences in perceived safety often
stem from variations in visibility, predictability, and crowd composition. In less
integrated areas, however, a stronger male presence was observed, particular-
ly in spatial segments of the Vakil Bazaar characterized by lower visibility and
abrupt transitions. These behavioral findings illustrate how spatial structure in-
fluences not only movement patterns but also demographic occupation and
social dynamics.

The study makes several contributions to architectural and urban design prac-
tice. First, it offers empirical evidence linking Space Syntax metrics to perceived
security in traditional Iranian bazaars. This connection highlights the impor-
tance of spatial configuration as a determinant of user comfort and psycholog-
ical safety. Second, the mixed-methods approach—integrating computational
analysis with perceptual surveys—presents a valuable framework for assessing
historic environments where direct physical interventions may be limited due
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movement, visibility, and patterns of occupation. Concepts such as connectiv-
ity, integration, and choice are used to describe how individual spaces relate
to the larger network and how these relationships affect user behavior. Space
Syntax posits that spatial configuration is not merely a backdrop but a determi-
nant of social encounter, pedestrian flow, and natural surveillance—all of which
contribute to perceived safety. Complementing this spatial perspective, the
study incorporates ideas from environmental psychology, urban morphology,
and perceptual security research. These perspectives highlight that security is a
multilayered phenomenon shaped by environmental cues, cognitive mapping,
social presence, and lived experience. Traditional bazaars, with their strong
architectural identity and continuous occupation, present an ideal context for
studying this intersection of spatial form and human perception.

The research adopts a quantitative, comparative methodology with two inte-
grated layers of analysis. The first layer involves a comprehensive spatial anal-
ysis using DepthMap, which provides computational measurements of the
bazaars’ spatial networks. Indicators such as global and local integration, con-
nectivity, and choice values are extracted to evaluate how each bazaar supports
orientation, accessibility, and visibility. The second layer consists of a large-scale
survey conducted among 200 participants, including both bazaar visitors and
shopkeepers. The respondents evaluated perceived security across four vali-
dated dimensions—physical environment, social environment, personal expe-
riences, and cultural factors. The survey’s high internal consistency (a = 0.93)
confirms the reliability of the instrument. Statistical analyses, including Kolm-
ogorov—=Smirnov, Kruskal-Wallis, Mann—Whitney, ANOVA, MANOVA, Levene’s
test, and Spearman correlations, were conducted to examine relationships be-
tween spatial metrics and user perceptions.

The spatial analysis revealed clear and meaningful differences between the two
case studies. Tehran’s 15 Khordad Bazaar exhibited higher values in connectiv-
ity, choice, and especially global integration. These indicators reflect a spatial
network that is more interconnected, more easily navigable, and more support-
ive of pedestrian flow. High integration typically corresponds to stronger natu-
ral surveillance, continuous movement, and more predictable spatial behavior,
all of which contribute to a heightened sense of security. In contrast, the Vakil
Bazaar—despite its strong historical presence and architectural coherence—
displayed structural fragmentation in its spatial network. Certain segments of
the bazaar seemed more isolated, with abrupt transitions and lower connectiv-
ity values. Such spatial fragmentation can reduce visibility and weaken users’
cognitive maps, potentially lowering perceived safety even in architecturally
impressive environments. The comparisons demonstrated that the spatial logic
of a historical environment played a decisive role in shaping contemporary user
experience.

Survey results further reinforced the findings of the spatial analysis. Participants
consistently evaluated the 15 Khordad bazaar as safer than the Vakil Bazaar
across all four dimensions of perceived security. The overall perceived security
scores in Tehran and Shiraz averaged 2.96 and 2.81, respectively. In the physical
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Extended Abstract

Traditional bazaars have historically played an indispensable role in shaping the
social, cultural, and economic foundations of Iranian urban life. Beyond serv-
ing as commercial corridors, they function as complex spatial, symbolic, and
sociocultural systems in which everyday interactions, collective rituals, and
communal identities unfold. These environments, characterized by their dense
pedestrian activity and layered spatial morphology, offer a unique combination
of architectural heritage and living urban dynamics. As contemporary urban
challenges increasingly influence patterns of public behavior, understanding
how users perceive safety within such environments has become essential.
This study investigates the impact of architectural and spatial configuration on
perceived security in two major Iranian bazaars—the 15 Khordad Bazaar in Teh-
ran and the Vakil Bazaar in Shiraz—while comparing how differences in spatial
structure lead to distinct user experiences.

The theoretical foundation of the study is rooted in Space Syntax, an analyti-
cal framework developed to explore how the configuration of space influences
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ongoing interpretation, re-understanding, and redefinition of both problems
and responses, the design trajectory takes shape within a reflective and situ-
ation-oriented context. Consequently, landscape design can be understood as
a fluid stream of thought in which the boundaries between analysis, synthesis,
and evaluation are constantly shifting, and in which decision-making unfolds
through reflective engagement rather than procedural certainty.

Within the proposed framework, designers’ thinking is conceptualized as a con-
tinuous flow articulated through four interrelated dimensions. First, the prob-
lem is understood as a gradual, unstable, and evolving perception rather than
a fixed definition. Second, the components of the problem emerge as elements
that gain prominence through the designer’s selective attention. Third, design
ideas and conjectures operate as exploratory instruments that help clarify and
probe the problem rather than serving as final solutions. Fourth, the path of
thought itself is conceived as a dynamic and recursive flow that interconnects
these dimensions and enables movement among them.

To clarify the relationships among these dimensions, the framework is present-
ed through a conceptual visualization. In this visualization, the problem is de-
picted as a fluid and shifting background, problem components are represented
as elements with varying weights and degrees of importance, and design re-
sponses are shown as lights with fluctuating intensity and duration. The move-
ment of the designer’s mind is illustrated as an entangled thread, symbolizing
the possibility of return, reconsideration, and revision throughout the design
process. Although this visual representation necessarily involves a degree of
simplification, it effectively conveys the reflective, indeterminate, and dynamic
nature of landscape design thinking.

By offering an integrated interpretation of the fluidity of thinking in landscape
design, this research provides a theoretical foundation for analyzing deci-
sion-making processes in the field and contributes to the ongoing tradition
of reflective design theory. The proposed framework may serve as a comple-
mentary approach alongside existing studies, helping to clarify the cognitive
and mental dimensions of landscape design processes. Furthermore, it opens
opportunities for rethinking educational practices and professional action in
landscape architecture by emphasizing the importance of understanding fluid,
recursive, and evolutionary modes of thinking when engaging with the com-
plexity and uncertainty inherent in landscape design contexts.

Keywords: landscape architecture, landscape design, design process, reflective
thinking, problem—solution interaction, designer’s cognitive mechanisms
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structure of the design trajectory. Lawson explains design thinking as a contin-
uous and simultaneous interaction between problem and solution, unfolding
through a recurring triad of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. In this view,
understanding the problem is not a prerequisite for design but develops pro-
gressively alongside tentative solutions. Provisional design responses function
as cognitive tools that help designers explore, test, and deepen their under-
standing of the problem. As such, the design process advances through a con-
stant back-and-forth movement rather than through a linear progression from
analysis to solution. Lawson’s framework thus clarifies how designers move be-
tween parts and wholes, gradually shaping both the problem and its possible
responses.

Tom Turner’s theory further enriches this account by foregrounding the fluidity
and rhythm of the designer’s mental movement, particularly within the con-
text of landscape design. Turner likens the movement of the designer’s mind to
the flight of a bee—purposeful yet irregular, recursive, and oscillatory. In this
metaphor, the designer’s attention shifts selectively among different compo-
nents of the problem, guided by design ideas rather than by a predetermined
analytical order. The significance of this perspective lies not in the structural
organization of design elements, but in highlighting the variable and selective
attention through which designers navigate complexity and uncertainty. This
bee-like movement allows designers to adapt their focus in response to evolv-
ing design intentions.

A comparative reading of Schon, Lawson, and Turner demonstrates that each
theory addresses a distinct yet complementary dimension of design thinking.
Schon provides the epistemological foundation by explaining how reflective
engagement with the situation shapes the path of thought; Lawson clarifies
the internal structure of this path through the interaction between problem
and solution; and Turner emphasizes the fluidity, selectivity, and nonlineari-
ty of mental movement within that path. Together, these perspectives offer a
comprehensive response to the research question by revealing how designers’
thinking in landscape design emerges as a fluid, reflective process rather than a
sequence of predefined stages.

Through the analytical-comparative method adopted in this study, the key
concepts of these theories have been extracted, compared, and synthesized
into a coherent conceptual framework for explaining the reflective nature of
landscape design thinking. The relationship between the foundational theories
and the research response is thus synergistic rather than additive. The findings
indicate that landscape design thinking is neither the result of an initial, fixed
problem definition nor the outcome of step-by-step procedural advancement.
Instead, it arises from the continuous, fluid, and reflective movement of the
designer’s mind among an evolving understanding of the problem as a whole,
selectively emphasized components of the situation, and tentative design ideas
and responses that function as tools for exploration.

This movement is inherently recursive, non-linear, and evolutionary. Through
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anisms does it unfold during the interaction between an overall understanding
of the problem, its components, and potential design responses? More specif-
ically, the study aims to clarify how the landscape designer’s mind navigates
complexity, uncertainty, and contextual dynamism without relying on linear
sequences or predefined stages, and how the path of thought is continuously
constructed through reflective engagement with the design situation.

This research is qualitative and theoretical in nature and employs an analyti-
cal-comparative approach. The study is grounded in a conceptual analysis of
authoritative theoretical sources in design studies and landscape architecture.
Within this framework, three influential perspectives have been selected for
analysis, comparison, and synthesis: Donald Schén’s theory of reflection-in-ac-
tion, Bryan Lawson’s model of the intertwined interaction between problem
and solution, and Tom Turner’s metaphor of the fluid, bee-like movement of the
designer’s mind. Although these perspectives differ in analytical focus and the-
oretical emphasis, they share a fundamental rejection of linear design models
and a strong emphasis on the exploratory, recursive, and fluid nature of design
thinking.

The research process was organized into four main stages. First, the key concepts
of each theory were identified and extracted through a close conceptual anal-
ysis of primary texts and related literature, allowing the cognitive mechanisms
of design thinking within each perspective to be understood independently.
Second, these concepts were subjected to a comparative analysis in order to
identify shared principles, conceptual differences, and meaningful connections
among the three theories. Third, based on conceptual synergy rather than the
imposition of an external structure, the extracted concepts were synthesized
into a unified theoretical framework capable of explaining the reflective and
fluid nature of landscape design thinking. Finally, this integrated framework
was articulated through a conceptual visualization designed to clarify the rela-
tionships among the core dimensions of the thinking process. The internal va-
lidity of the proposed framework was assessed based on its conceptual coher-
ence, logical consistency among theoretical premises, and alignment between
the synthesized model and the original theories.

Within the theoretical framework of the study, Donald Schon’s perspective
serves to explain the nature of the design trajectory itself. Schon conceptualizes
design as a reflective process in which thinking and action occur simultaneous-
ly. Through cycles of framing selected aspects of the situation, engaging in an
ongoing dialogue with the design context, and responding to feedback from the
situation, designers continuously reinterpret and redefine the problem they are
addressing. From this standpoint, a design problem is not a fixed entity defined
in advance, but rather an evolving construct that gradually takes shape through
reflective action. The concept of framing plays a central role in this process, as
designers temporarily impose an interpretive structure on the situation in order
to act, while remaining open to revising that structure as new insights emerge.

Building on this foundation, Bryan Lawson’s theory elucidates the internal
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Extended Abstract

Landscape design, as a design practice that unfolds within dynamic natural
and human contexts, possesses an inherently complex and multilayered char-
acter, and can be regarded as one of the most complex forms of design. In
such contexts, the designer’s thinking does not develop through a linear se-
guence of predefined steps; rather, it emerges as a reflective, iterative, and
situation-oriented flow grounded in the continuous perception, interpretation,
and redefinition of the design problem. Over recent decades, advances in cog-
nitive sciences have led to increased scholarly attention toward the cognitive
and reflective dimensions of design thinking across various design disciplines.
Despite this development, landscape design literature has paid comparatively
limited attention to the internal cognitive mechanisms of designers’ thinking.
A substantial portion of theoretical and educational studies in landscape ar-
chitecture has instead focused on prescriptive methods, analytical tools, and
techniques for data collection. While these approaches have proven useful in
certain respects, they often lack the capacity to explain the inner cognitive pro-
cesses by which designers think, reflect, and make decisions.

Focusing on this theoretical gap, the present study seeks to conceptualize the
fluid process of thinking in landscape design and to offer a coherent under-
standing of how designers’ thinking takes shape within complex and dynamic
design contexts. The central research question guiding this study is: How does
the designers’ thinking in landscape design proceed, and through what mech-
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faithful to its metaphysical roots yet responsive to contemporary exigencies. It
offers a theoretical and practical framework through which architecture may
once again serve as a medium of dhikr (remembrance), a mirror of divine order,
and a vessel for the sacred presence in the modern world. By reuniting form,
meaning, and wisdom, the study reaffirms that the renewal of Islamic architec-
ture must proceed not through imitation but through the creative reanimation
of its metaphysical essence.

Keywords: Islamic Architecture Identity, Perennial Philosophy, Transcendental
Theosophy, Nader Ardalan, Abdulhamid Noghrehkar
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architecture as a microcosm of the divine order (nizam al-wujid), in which pro-
portionality mirrors cosmic equilibrium. The architect’s moral and intellectual
refinement becomes integral to the act of design, ensuring that form arises
from ontological understanding rather than mere technical skill.

In contrast, Ardalan’s philosophy centers upon intuitive participation in the cos-
mic rhythm. For him, architecture is a sacred art of presence that unites the
material and the spiritual through symbols drawn from Islamic cosmology—
light, geometry, color, and sound. In Ardalan’s thought, time is not linear but
cyclical and theophanic, spiraling toward transcendence (Ardalan, 2012: 83).
Correspondingly, place is not a passive container but a vessel of divine mani-
festation, in which the human act of dwelling becomes a spiritual reenactment
of creation. His emphasis on human scale and communal participation situates
architecture within a continuum linking body, home, and city, rendering the
inhabitant both occupant and co-creator of sacred space.

Through comparative synthesis, the study demonstrates that Noghrehkar’s dis-
ciplined metaphysical rationality and Ardalan’s poetic cosmology, when brought
into dialogue, form a comprehensive paradigm capable of reinvigorating Islamic
architectural identity in the modern world. Their convergence lies in the shared
conviction that architecture must transcend material utility to become an ex-
pression of metaphysical order—a geometry of being articulated through both
intellect and intuition.

Proposed Unifying Paradigm

The synthesis yields five interdependent principles that formthe foundation of
a renewed Iranian—Islamic architectural theory:

1. Existential Justice and Proportion: Design as an act of restoring cosmic bal-
ance, reflecting harmony across all levels of existence.

2. Unity-in-Multiplicity: Spatial articulation as a metaphysical journey from dis-
persion toward unity, symbolizing the path from creation to return (al-khalg
wa’l-ruja’).

3. Continuity of the Living Tradition: Tradition as a living, adaptive principle,
embodying hikmah ‘amaliyya (practical wisdom) within local culture and crafts-
manship.

4. Creation of Sacred Spatiality: The interplay of light, geometry, and matter as
the alchemical process by which form is transmuted into meaning.

5. Place as Theophanic Vessel: Space is conceived not as a functional container
but as the mirror of divine presence, the locus where form reveals the formless.

Conclusion

The comparative analysis of Noghrehkar and Ardalan demonstrates that recon-
ciliation between reason and intuition, and between intellect and imagination,
is not only possible but also necessary for the revival of authentic Islamic ar-
chitectural identity. The resulting paradigm is both unitive and generative—
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thetic, seeking to reconcile rational metaphysical order with intuitive spiritual
experience—thereby bridging the gap between ‘aq/ (intellect) and dhawg (illu-
mination), and between conceptual dimension and contemplative realm.

Research Methodology

The research adopts a qualitative-hermeneutical approach structured through
a comparative—analytical strategy. The methodological process unfolds in four
stages:

1. Identification of Identity-Forming Elements: Based on Islamic philosophical
and architectural literature, the constitutive elements of architectural identi-
ty were identified and categorized under three interrelated domains—time,
place, and culture—each corresponding to the dimensions of human experi-
ence in the sacred cosmos.

2. Reconstruction of Theoretical Frameworks: The study reconstructs the in-
tellectual systems of Ardalan and Noghrehkar through textual analysis of their
writings, interviews, and architectural works, extracting their key principles re-
lated to ontology, symbolism, and design ethics.

3. Comparative Synthesis: Noghrehkar’s rational and hierarchical model is em-
ployed as an analytical matrix against which Ardalan’s cosmological and intui-
tive concepts are examined. This structure allows for a rigorous comparison of
metaphysical underpinnings, aesthetic language, and design methodology.

4. Conceptual Integration: The results of this comparative analysis are synthe-
sized to formulate a unified theoretical model that integrates Noghrehkar’s
systematic reason with Ardalan’s cosmic intuition—an integration that aspires
to restore the dialogical harmony between intellect and imagination, and be-
tween structure and spirit.

Research Questions

1. How can the principles of hikmah (divine wisdom) and sunnah (sacred tradi-
tion) inform a renewed theory of Islamic architectural identity in the modern
age?

2. In what ways do the philosophical frameworks of Abdulhamid Noghrehkar
and Nader Ardalan converge or diverge regarding the metaphysical foundations
of design?

3. Can a synthesis of rational and intuitive paradigms generate a cohesive mod-
el for contemporary Iranian—Islamic architecture that transcends both histori-
cism and modern functionalism?

Findings and Discussion

The findings reveal that despite epistemological and linguistic divergences, both
frameworks are complementary manifestations of a single metaphysical truth.
Noghrehkar’s system is grounded in the rational and ethical dimensions of hik-
mat al-muta‘dliya—emphasizing justice, hierarchy, and the inner purification
of the architect as preconditions for sacred creativity. His approach constructs
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intermediary realm, he argues, is the root of architecture’s identity crisis in the
Islamic world. Similarly, Frithjof Schuon (2007: 160) views this disintegration as
symptomatic of a larger metaphysical rupture in modernity, warning that tradi-
tional forms remain spiritually alive only when they embody eternal principles.
Thus, the restoration of meaning in architecture requires not the mechanical
reproduction of historical motifs but a return to the sacred arché—to the meta-
physical foundations that once rendered form a symbolic and meaning-gener-
ative language. Within such a horizon, the architect reclaims his/her role as a
mediator between mulk (the terrestrial) and malakiit (the celestial), and archi-
tecture itself resumes its vocation as a mirror of divine names and a locus of
spiritual manifestation.

The central question of this research arises precisely from this rupture: Can
a new paradigm of Iranian—Islamic architecture be articulated in the modern
age—one that, while faithful to its sacred identity, can meaningfully respond to
the aesthetic, cultural, and functional exigencies of contemporary life? In other
words, can tradition and wisdom (hikmah) be rearticulated within a contempo-
rary form while retaining their metaphysical vitality?

To address this inquiry, the study focuses on two eminent contemporary think-
ers who have each endeavored, from distinct yet complementary epistemolog-
ical positions, to revive sacred architectural thought: Abdulhamid Noghrehkar
and Nader Ardalan. Noghrehkar, drawing upon hikmat al-muta‘aliya (Transcen-
dent Theosophy) and Islamic philosophical rationality, advances a structured
and hierarchical system of design grounded in justice (‘ad/), spirituality, and the
moral purification of the architect. For him, the act of architectural creation
mirrors the cosmic order itself—an embodiment of divine harmony through
proportionality, unity, and ethical intention. Ardalan, on the other hand, ap-
proaches architecture through an intuitive and cosmological lens rooted in Sufi
metaphysics, Islamic cosmology, and the aesthetics of traditional craftsman-
ship. In his view, architecture is a symbolic language of the sacred, a ta’wili art
that reinterprets eternal archetypes in the spatial vocabulary of the present.
His seminal work The Sense of Unity (1973) conceptualizes architecture as an
ontological journey—one that ascends from the multiplicity of form to the uni-
ty of being.

Research Objectives
This study aims to:

1. Reconstruct the theoretical foundations of Noghrehkar’s and Ardalan’s
frameworks within the broader discourse of sacred and traditionalist thought.

2. Identify the shared and divergent principles that shape their respective un-
derstandings of architectural identity.

3. Formulate a unifying and operative paradigm for contemporary Iranian—Is-
lamic architecture that preserves metaphysical integrity while engaging with
the realities of modern practice.

In this sense, the research is not merely historical or descriptive but is syn-
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Extended Abstract

Islamic architecture in Iran, from the earliest centuries of the Hijra through the
Safavid period, has never been a merely functional construct but rather a the-
ophanic manifestation of divine wisdom (hikmah ilahiyyah) and a reflection of
the tawhidic worldview. It emerged as a holistic and symbolic art in which form,
space, light, and matter participated in a unified metaphysical harmony, ren-
dering visible the primordial bond between humanity, nature, and the Divine.
In its essence, Iranian—Islamic architecture functioned as both a mirror and a
mediator of transcendence, expressing through its spatial and geometric syntax
the ontological hierarchy of being. However, with the rise of modern secular
paradigms and the rupture from traditional metaphysics, this sacred continuity
has been fractured, leading to a profound epistemological and existential crisis.
Architecture—once regarded as the symbolic language of truth and a vessel of
theophany—has, in the modern condition, been reduced to an aestheticized
mechanism of function, stripped of its metaphysical content and severed from
its spiritual telos.

According to Titus Burckhardt (1976: 19), this crisis originates in the desacral-
ization of form: sacred geometries and archetypal structures, once imbued
with metaphysical significance, become hollow replicas devoid of spirit. Henry
Corbin (1986: 426), adopting a philosophical-hermeneutical perspective, inter-
prets Islamic architecture as belonging to the mundus imaginalis—the imaginal
world mediating between the sensible and the intelligible. The forgetting of this
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